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Synopsis

For every person who draws strength and direction from the Bible, there are many more who
struggle with it.A Some call itA a long book with fine print and obscure meaning.A Some call it

aA mystery,A a chore to read,A or an undecipherable puzzle.The good news is you can easily solve
this problem. With over 300,000 sold, this revised and expanded edition of Living by the Book will
remove the barriers that keep Scripture from transforming your life. In a simple, step-by-step
fashion, the authors explain how to glean truth from Scripture. It is practical, readable, and
applicable. By following its easy-to-apply principles, you’ll soon find yourself drawing great
nourishment from the Wordéa "and enjoying the process! The Living by the Book Workbook is the

perfect compliment to provide practical application of lessons.
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Customer Reviews

If you’'ve ever had an excuse for not getting into the Word, this book is for you. Howard Hendricks
who chairs the Center for Christian Leadership (affectionately know as "Prof." to his students at
Dallas Theological Seminary) with the aid of his son Bill, has written this phenomenal book on the
"why" and "how" of Bible study.In the first few chapters, Hendricks challenges all the excuses we
have for not studying our Bibles and posits clearly superior reasons in favor of doing so. He then
uses Scripture itself to show us what we will gain from regular study of God’s Word. In typical
Hendricks fashion he begins by humoring "l wish we had a better term than "Bible study,” because

for most of us, “study’ is a bad news item. It has all the appeal of flossing our teeth” (13). He tells the



story of a man he met at a Bible conference who drove twelve hundred miles to "get under the
Word" and Hendricks muses "was he just as willing to walk across his living room floor, pick up a
Bible, and get into it for himself?" (9).There are three steps, which will transform that sometimes-dry
text into the spiritual growth that we desire in our lives. They are Observation, Interpretation and
Application. These three steps are the heart of the book.The ability of Howard Hendricks to
communicate clearly and effectively is unmatched in this introductory work on Bible study. The
pages of this book come alive as he swiftly and painlessly removes the obstacles to personal study
while at the same time equipping the reader with the proper tools to understand God’s Word.
Virtually every chapter contains exercises for the student of Scripture to get hands-on experience

instead of just theoretical book knowledge.

This is an easy reading book, in 45 fun little chapters, to help people gain the basic Biblical
interpretation skills they need to transform their lives. The Hendricks’ show us how proper
interpretation of scripture is used to fuel our minds for improved prayer/meditation based on God’s
principles. These principles are to be applied in our daily lives to change us and consequently
change our corner of the world. The overall approach is the same used by most Bible study
methods; that is, "inductive" Bible study - observe, interpret, apply.The authors stress honest
observation of the Biblical text without the influence of a pretense or agenda to affect the
interpretation. An extremely detailed and systematic observation of the text being studied is
stressed as the most crucial aspect of interpretation. Proper interpretation is unlikely without the
foundation of an extremely thorough observation of the text itself. About half the book is used to fully
explore the questions and forms of textual observation.The book is loaded with practical ways to
assist in interpretation during your Bible study. For example, transporting your senses into the story
to help relate to David in a cave or Paul in prison. Clever tools like the fingers of your hand can be
used to remember 5 things to look for when interpreting a passage. Another easy-to-remember idea
is to ask the 6 w’s - who, what, where, when, why and wherefore (wherefore is the "so what?" part
of life application).The authors encourage the application of Biblical principles in our lives. The final
section of the book presents a set of questions and motivations for applying the Bible in everyday

life.
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